PARENT HANDBOOK
Working in partnership across the community

MISSION STATEMENT
Intus si recte ne labora – if the heart is right, all will be well
Shrewsbury International School offers an inspirational English language education for carefully
selected students, caring for them in an organisation committed to continuous improvement, and
providing outstanding opportunities both in and out of the classroom. We recruit the finest teachers
and staff, providing them with the resources to nurture outstanding students and exemplify the
pioneering spirit and traditions of Shrewsbury School. Shrewsbury International School is established
around its innovative, ambitious and dynamic international community.
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VALUES
SELECTIVITY
We endeavour to bring together exceptional students into our community of learning, whether these
students are outstanding in the classroom, concert hall, sports field, on stage or simply in person.
The school adopts best practices for its admissions, ensuring careful, precise and fair selectivity at all
stages of entry. We are a selective school where ambition, determination and the pursuit of excellence
are carefully nurtured.

EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE
We are a caring, thoughtful community of exceptional people, from our talented students and
ambitious parents to our hand-picked fully-qualified staff. The Shrewsbury environment is peoplecentred. We recognise achievements of all kinds and continue to develop the professional skills of our
primary asset, our staff. Our community engages parents as part of the learning process.

COMMITMENT & RENEWAL
We are a school that is engaged in a process of continual improvement, growth and renew
al, recognising the rapid changes required to keep pace with developments in education. Our
development plans are dedicated to bringing quality staff to a school whilst ensuring, committed
investment in infrastructure and facilities. Our purpose-built school is modern, contemporary and
designed to enhance the learning experience of all students.

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES
We offer an impressive range of activities to extend the interests and horizons of every student. Our
broad curriculum challenges, supports and inspires students within academic, aesthetic and physical
fields. We offer scholarships to exceptional students through a selection process that is rigorous,
transparent and fair.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
We are a community of language learners that recognises that the speaking of English brings our
international community together. Shrewsbury students understand that the ability to think, learn and
communicate in English will allow them to achieve their very highest potential at school, university
and in the world of work.
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CARE & COMPASSION
Shrewsbury understands the pressures on young people in the modern world. Our teachers pride
themselves on the care they give to children and the partnership they form with parents to allow
children to be happy as well as successful. From community action to unparalleled school selection
services, Shrewsbury endeavours to give priority to the highest standards of pastoral care.

THE SHREWSBURY WAY
Intus si recte ne labora – We are a British international school that whilst being contemporary is firmly
in the tradition of our sister school in the UK. We share its exemplary standards of achievement, care
and governance and enjoy all the advantages of our location. Our learner profile provides a pathway
that has served generations of Salopians — as our motto relates, if the heart is right, all will be well.
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WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL
I would like to extend a warm welcome to you and your family from everyone here at Shrewsbury
International School Hong Kong.
I believe that a happy and confident child is a successful one and am proud to lead a school
community that values academic, social and emotional growth. Every Shrewsbury student enjoys
an enriching series of opportunities and experiences that help them to develop a life-long love for
learning. Our broad and connected curriculum ensures that Shrewsbury International School is a
vibrant, exciting and challenging place for children to learn.
Our staff are committed to working as a team - you will find us both open and approachable. We work
closely with parents and promote relationships founded upon trust and mutual respect.
While a handbook cannot fully convey the wonderful atmosphere and ethos of our school, I hope that
the information contained within will give you a flavour of what we offer to you and your child.
I look forward to getting to know you and supporting your child on their exciting learning journey
through Shrewsbury and beyond.
Best wishes,

Ben Keeling, Principal
Shrewsbury International School Hong Kong
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THE SCHOOL DAY
The school campus is open from 7:30. Lessons begin at 8:00 and the school day ends at 15:00.

ARRIVAL
Students in Early Years and Year 1 meet in the Sports Hall as they arrive. They are collected by their
class teacher for registration at 7:55.
Students in Year 2 and Year 3 make their way to the School Library independently. They are collected
by their class teacher for registration at 7:55.
Students in Year 4, 5 and 6 can choose whether to go to the communal area on the 5F, or the Football
Pitch and should do so independently. They make their own way to classes for registration at 7:55.

DEPARTURE
The safe release of students at the end of the school day is a clear priority for all members of the
school community.
School buses will depart at 15:15 Children due to be collected by their parents will be escorted to the
Sports Hall. Parents must wait outside the front gate, beside the main staircase, until student groups
have been gathered and a member of staff is able to indicate that collection is ready to begin. It will
not be possible to bring private vehicles onto campus at the end of the school day.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITY (ECA)
Our ECA programme runs between 15:30 and 16:20 Children due to join ECAs wait in the Dining Hall.
ECA dismissal is managed in the same way as it is at the end of the school day.
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UNIFORM
School uniform is compulsory for all students - it encourages a sense of identity and belonging to the
school community. The School asks that parents give their full co-operation in ensuring that their child
wears their school uniform every day. When students are representing the school, uniform must also
be worn - this includes for games & school visits, unless instructed otherwise by staff.
Students are expected to wear their uniform neatly and to keep up a good standard of personal
appearance at all times.
With the permission of their Class Teacher, students may wear sports kit to school on the day of a
PE lesson. Students must change back into uniform unless their PE lesson or activity is their final
commitment of the day.
During winter season, long sleeve white undershirts are permitted. These will be available in the
School Shop during Term 1 and 2, alongside winter tracksuits.

Early Years (Nursery & Reception)

 Daily
Polo shirt

Shorts

Track pants

Fleece Jacket

Windbreaker

Knitted jumper

Boy swimsuit

Girl Swimsuit

Goggles

Small school bag

Cap

 Winter

 PE

 Accessories
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Swimming cap

Key Stage 1 (Year 1 & 2)

 Daily
Polo shirt

Boy shorts

Tartan skort

Fleece jacket

Windbreaker

Knitted jumper

PE shirt

PE shorts

PE Track pants

Boy swimsuit

Sport bag

Large school bag

Book bag

Cap

 Winter

 PE
Girl Swimsuit

Goggles

Swimming cap

Tartan skort

Trousers

Tie*

School blazer

Girl Swimsuit

Goggles

Swimming cap

 Accessories

Key Stage 2 (Year 3, 4, 5 & 6)

 Daily
Girl blouse

Boy shirt

Boy shorts

Fleece jacket

windbreaker

Knitted jumper

PE shirt

PE shorts

PE Track pants

Boy swimsuit

Sport bag

Large school bag

Book bag

Cap

 Winter

 PE

 Accessories

* Blue: Year 3 & 4 / Red: Year 5 & 6
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PASTORAL CARE AND WELLBEING
Shrewsbury is a warm, friendly and caring school that welcomes children from all cultures,
backgrounds and experiences. It is important to us that we maintain an ethos where each child can be
happy, secure, valued and fulfilled and their individuality is recognised and respected. The social and
emotional well-being of every child is a priority for all staff.
It is important to celebrate the success of all learners. Children receive regular positive feedback in
lessons that support and supplement a merit based reward system – they are also rewarded through
the provision of individual roles and responsibilities connected to the care of our school and its
community. Daily feedback is most often given to parents through our Communication Books.
We provide our students with a wide range of opportunities to perform, present and listen. They
are encouraged to be active and engaged participants in assemblies, class performances and at
whole school events in order to share and celebrate their achievements, talents and abilities, whilst
developing and strengthening their confidence and self-belief.
Led by our Individual Needs Coordinator, our Listening Team are available upon request to listen to a
child’s worries or concerns about matters at home or school.
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THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE AND
ENGLISH NATIONAL CURRICULUM
Shrewsbury International School follows the National Curriculum of England - adapted and developed
to meet the needs of our talented, multi-lingual, international student body.
In Britain, education is compulsory for all children between the ages of 5 and 16 with clear provision
made for students from 3 to 18. Children are placed in year groups based on their age on 31st August.
Progress between Year Groups is usually automatic, although some students may be out of their age
group for exceptional reasons. Year Groups are clustered into Key Stages and a defined curriculum is
produced for each Key Stage. Throughout each Key Stage regular assessment allows teaching staff to
monitor and track each child’s academic progress.
AGE ON 31ST AUGUST

YEAR

3

EY1

4

EY2

5

Y1

6

Y2

7

Y3

8

Y4

9

Y5

10

Y6

CURRICULUM STAGE
Early Years Foundation Stage

Key Stage 1

Key Stage 2

Shrewsbury International School offers primary-specialist provision. One significant benefit of this
approach is the opportunity for parents to personalise their child’s journey beyond their primary
years, into secondary education.
Our Secondary School Selection Programme begins when a child enters Year 4. Every family receives
personal guidance to ensure that they are able to identify and secure a place at a secondary school
best placed to allow their child to thrive.
Parent Handbook
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
The majority of subjects and lessons are taught by a class teacher through a thematic based
framework. Themes have been developed to provide context. They ensure that learning is immersive
and encourage students to see how the many different areas of the curriculum are connected.
Chinese language, Physical Education, Music & Performing Arts are taught by specialist staff.
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EY1

EY2

Term 1.1

All About Me

Friends

Term 1.2

Rhyme Time

People Who Help Us

Term 2.1

Let’s Explore

It’s a Small World

Term 2.2

Springtime

Roar

Term 3.1

Splash, Splosh!

Read Me a Story

Term 3

Sing a Rainbow

Let’s Celebrate

Y1

Y2

Term 1.1

Memory Box

Coast to Coast

Term 1.2

Bright Lights, Big City

Arctic Adventures

Term 2.1

Enchanted Woodland

Fire Fire

Term 2.2

Moon Zoom

Flower Power

Term 3.1

All About Africa

Heroes and Villains

Term 3.2

Travel and Transport

Land Ahoy

Parent Handbook

Y3

Y4

Term 1.1

Roaming Romans

Blue Abyss

Term 1.2

Inspiring Inventors

Awesome Australia

Term 2.1

Amazing Animals

Misty Mountain

Term 2.2

Raging Rivers

Ancient Egypt

Term 3.1

Super South America

Incredible India

Term 3.2

Magnificent Mayans

Listen Up

Y5

Y6

Term 1.1

Groovy Greeks

Kingdom of Britain

Term 1.2

A Material World

Luminous Light

Term 2.1

City and Country

Indus Valley

Term 2.2

Discover America

Land Of The Rising Sun

Term 3.1

Space Race

A Child’s War

Term 3.2

Charity Enterprise

Explorers

Parent Handbook
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ENGLISH
The speaking of English brings our international community together. Within English lessons, students
are exposed to a range of different examples from a wide variety of text types which they then read
and analyse. This gives them an opportunity to familiarise themselves with the language and structure
of a particular genre, whilst beginning to recognise common language features. They then learn to
recite the texts, enabling them to fully internalise the vocabulary and language features within. They
then work with the text, changing different elements, to begin to make it their own. Finally they
are provided with creative opportunities to use their new knowledge within their own independent
composition.
Reading also forms an integral and critical part of the English curriculum. Students are encouraged to
develop confidence and fluency across a broad range of text types as they read for information and
pleasure. Guided Reading provides the opportunity for students to work in small focussed groups and
develop specific reading skills. During these sessions, we encourage children to analyse, discuss and
explore their own opinion.

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over
centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to
everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and
most forms of employment.
Within Mathematics lessons, students develop an appreciation for the beauty and power of numeracy,
and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.
Following an enquiry based approach, enables our students to develop as mathematicians who
reason, persevere and make justifications.
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SPECIALIST PROVISION
CHINESE LANGUAGE
Chinese language lessons are delivered by a team of Chinese Specialist teachers. At Shrewsbury, we
teach simplified characters and use the Mandarin dialect of the Chinese language.
Children that currently use traditional characters, or have greater confidence with the Cantonese
dialect, will be well supported throughout their learning journey. A written combination of characters
will be accepted by teaching staff as children develop their simplified character knowledge. New
material will be introduced in the Mandarin dialect with reference to simplified characters.
Chinese language is taught in three sections. The Foundation section lasts for approximately 2 years and
the Intermediate section lasts for approximately 4 years. The Advanced section leads to increasingly
complex fluency and cultural understanding – that journey continues for a lifetime.
Each section is split into two parts. The Literacy part focuses on developing reading skills, and enhancing
writing skills and vocabulary development and the Thematic part supports consolidation and extension
through contextual application. This allows us to stretch and challenge all children.
We cater for varying levels of language proficiency through our multi-tiered programme in relation
to seven interconnected domains of development: language functions, context, text type, language
control, vocabulary, communication strategies and cultural awareness.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education is led by a specialist PE team. Students cover a broad and balanced curriculum
that provides an opportunity to develop their physical skill, ability to follow simple rules and to learn
how to make decisions in changing situations. Throughout the year, the children follow a multi-tiered
curriculum.
Aquatics: we focus on developing water confidence, swim techniques, water safety & personal survival.
Athletics & Ball Sports: we focus on agility, balance and coordination.
Gymnastics: we focus on strength and conditioning.
Dance: we focus on patterns, rhythm and an appreciation of movement to music.
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MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS
Music & Performing Arts Education is led by a specialist Music team. Students develop knowledge,
understanding and confidence within a programme providing explicit tuition, opportunity to rehearse
and perform and group collaboration in both orchestral and choral form.
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HOME LEARNING
The academic programme at school is supported by carefully chosen Home Learning assignments.
These tasks may come in a variety of forms that reinforce, extend and consolidate work that stretches
students’ understanding further. Home Learning also includes preparation for a new topic and structured
daily reading.

READING
At Shrewsbury International School, all students are expected to read keenly, widely and regularly.
Our academic and language learning objectives can only be achieved if our students read well,
deeply and often. It is also understood that a home environment in which books and reading play an
important part will support these aims.
In the modern era, the alternatives to recreational reading are numerous and so the school works with
parents and carers to support, encourage and promote reading for learning and reading for fun.
In Early Years and Key Stage 1, children are expected to read with or alongside an adult every day for
a minimum of 15 minutes per day. This may involve reading through an interpretation of the images
within a book.
In Key Stage 2, reading practice and listening to others read continues to be essential part of the
learning journey. Children are expected to either read to their parents or carers, listen to them read or
read on their own for a minimum of 30 minutes per day.
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Year Group
EY

Weekly Allocated Time

Content

Occasional assignments will be set to support the thematic programme delivered
through the Early Years and Foundation Stage framework
 Reading response activity

Y1 and Y2

20 to 40 mins

 Either Literacy or Mathematics linked topic based
assignment
 Reading response activity
 Literacy assignment

Y3 and Y4

40 to 60 mins

 Mathematics assignment

Occasionally, longer term topic based projects
may be set in lieu of either Literacy or Mathematics
assignments
 Spellings
 Reading response activity
 Literacy assignment

Y5 and Y6

90 to 120 mins

 Mathematics assignment
 Chinese assignment

Occasionally, longer term topic based projects
may be set in lieu of either Literacy or Mathematics
assignments.
In addition to daily reading, students are set home learning assignments. The guidelines above
articulate the school’s broad expectations about the amount of time they might reasonably be
expected to spend on home learning and provide a useful framework for parents.
While we believe that while some regular patterns and familiar routines are helpful for parents,
students and staff, the precise amount of time spent on home learning is much less important than the
quality of the tasks set and the way in which they are planned to support learning.
Additional optional assignments may also be available to students and families looking to further
explore specific areas of learning.
Parent Handbook
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BEYOND YOUR PRIMARY YEARS
The experiences on offer at Shrewsbury International School Hong Kong provide each of our students
with the attributes to thrive within their senior years and beyond.
Drawing upon the success of the guidance services available to students at our sister school in the UK,
we provide individualised support to every family built upon a shared and growing knowledge of each
child’s academic and social profile.

SECONDARY SCHOOL SELECTION PROGRAMME
Three distinct phases, delivered over the course of a student’s final three years of primary education,
shape the process of Secondary School Selection at Shrewsbury - for some families, they lead to a
supported route through to boarding education at Shrewsbury School in the UK.
EXPLORE
Early discussion ensures that every family enjoys time to review their options with care and
consideration. Our detailed knowledge of schools helps to guide families through the process of initial
exploration.
SELECT
A series of individual meetings guides the purposeful construction of a shortlist, guided by the
priorities and preferences of parents and the areas of strength and interest exhibited by the student.
APPLY
Applications are guided, supported and tracked by the school team, Leading to emergence of an
outstanding track record of successful placement.
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We have an outstanding record of successful placement. In recent years, Shrewsbury students have
received offer from schools such as:
 Australian International School
 Canadian International School
 French International School
 Harrow International School
 Hong Kong Academy
 Hong Kong International School
 Kellett School
 King George V
 Kingwood in Bath, UK
 Malvern College International School
 Nord Anglia International School
 Yew Chung International School
 Moor Park School in Shropshire, UK
 Packwood Haugh in Shropshire, UK
 Roedean School in Brighton, UK
 Saint Peter’s School in Adelaide, Australia
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CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING
We are fully committed to keeping every child safe - everywhere. Our nurturing and stimulating
environment promotes the social, physical, psychological and moral development of each individual
student.
Our commitment is underpinned by strong safeguarding systems and a team of dedicated staff who
together ensure that they are maintained and adhered to at all times.
For more detailed information, please read the full Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy on the
school website.
If you have a concern about a child, either during or after your visit, please contact our Designated or
Deputy Safeguarding Lead immediately, ensuring that details are otherwise kept confidential.
Designated Safeguarding Lead
Ms Emma Sutton, Assistant Principal
emma.sutton@shrewsbury.edu.hk
Deputy Safeguarding Lead
Ms Helen Louden, Individual Needs Coordinator
helen.louden@shrewsbury.edu.hk
Designated Local Language Speaker
Ms Katy Ng, Admissions Officer
katy.ng@shrewsbury.edu.hk
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BUILDING A POSITIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
At Shrewsbury, the safety, welfare and interests of our community, children and adults, are our first
priority.
We expect all members of our community to behave in accordance with the regulations and
educational ethos of the school, and to respect each other at all times. In doing so, we ask that all
adults:
 Comply with the school’s security requirements - they should wearing official ID badges at all times

whilst on site, should only use washrooms that are designated for adult use and only be on site during
lesson time for pre-arranged appointments or organised events.

 Consider the privacy of other people when taking photographs and whether they have given their

permission of their picture to be taken or shared.

 Help to ensure that their children arrive for school on time and that scheduled appointments are kept

to time.

 Engage positively with the learning process and the wider school community.
 Support children in a respectful way, considerate of the feelings and efforts of everyone involved,

particularly when at competitive events.

 Support children’s interests and encourage group participation.
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HEALTH MATTERS
The health and safety of children is our top priority. Please encourage your child to get into good
hygiene habits by teaching them how to go to the toilet independently, washing their hands with soap
and drying them properly. We encourage children to drink lots of water throughout the school day.
Please do not bring your child to school for at least 48 hours after they have have exhibited any of the
following symptoms:
 A cold or a fever
 Vomit or diarrhoea
 Sores or blisters in the mouth, palms of hands or soles of feet - these are all signs of Hand Foot &

Mouth Disease

Please contact the School Office to report absence.

PARENT PORTAL
The Parent Portal is used to ensure regular and repeated access to critical school documentation. This
online platform hosts a wide rage of information held within letters, policies and reports. Every family
receives a unique set of registration details.
The Parent Portal also allows us to send parents information directly via email and has been designed
to make communication between home and school as quick and easy as possible. For families with
multiple children, a single account offers access to all relevant material.
We ask parents to maintain up to date contact details at all times.
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10 Shek Kok Road, Tseung Kwan O, Hong Kong
Tel: +852 2480 1500 Fax: +852 2480 1231
Email: schooloffice@shrewsbury.edu.hk
www.shrewsbury.edu.hk

